
M ak in g  Un acco m p an ied  
Ho m eles s  Yo u t h  Det er m in a t io n s

From  a  College Perspective

Pr es en t ed  by:
Ch an t el Fie ld s , Bellin gh am  Tech n ica l College

Joy Hicks , Bellin gh am  Tech n ica l College

Molly Pa t er son , Wes t er n  Wash in gt on  Un iver s it y



Agen da

- Key definitions  & policies
- Making UHY determinations
- Collaboration with partners
- Cas e Studies
- Q&A



Key Defin it ion s

McKinney- Vento vs. UHY

● McKinney-Vento Education of Homeles s  
Child and Youth Ass is tance Act 
○ A federal law that ensures  immediate 

enrollment in K-12 sys tem
○ Provides  educational s tability for 

homeles s  children and youth
○ Requires  that s chools  remove barriers  

to enrollment and retention 
○ Definitions  in the M-V Act are used by 

financia l a id adminis tra tors



Key Defin it ion s

McKinney- Vento vs. UHY

● Unaccompanied Homeles s  Youth
○ One of the ways  a  s tudent can be 

determined as  Independent for 
financia l a id purposes  

○ Students  may answer ‘Yes ’ to the UHY 
ques tions  if their are an 
unaccompanied youth who was  
homeles s  or a t risk of being homeles s



Key Defin it ion s ● Unaccompanied: not living in the phys ical 
cus tody of a  parent or guardian

● Homeles s : lacking fixed, regular, and 
adequate hous ing

● Youth: applies  to s tudents  who would be 
dependent by age

● Self-supporting: when a  s tudent pays  for his  
or her own living expenses , which includes  
paying for fixed, regular, and adequate 
hous ing

● At risk: when a  s tudent’s  hous ing may cease 
to be fixed, regular, and adequate, for 
example, a  s tudent who is  being evicted or 
has  been asked to leave their current 
res idence and has  been unable to find fixed, 
regular, and adequate hous ing

“unaccompanied youth who was  
homeless  or at risk of being homeless”



Makin g UHY 
Det er m in a t ion s

Two wa ys to determ ine sta tus

1) Documentation from certa in outs ide entities :
● Local educational agency homeles s  

lia ison
● Director of an emergency or trans itional 

shelter, s treet outreach program, 
homeles s  youth drop-in center

● Director of a  Federal TRIO program
● Financia l a id adminis tra tor a t another 

ins titution who documented the 
s tudent’s  circums tance in s ame or prior 
award year

1) Make your own determination on a  case-by-
case bas is .
● Determination mus t be made even if the 

s tudent cannot provide documentation



Makin g UHY 
Det er m in a t ion s
Im portant fa ctors

● Ins titutions  mus t review all reques ts  for UHY 
determination as  quickly as  practicable but 
no la ter than 60 days  after the s tudent 
enrolls .

● FAAs  mus t cons ider documentation from 
certa in entities  to be adequate. 

● The reason a  s tudent is  unaccompanied 
and/ or homeles s  cannot be factored into 
the determination.

● Not required to verify the answers  or require 
additional supporting documentation unles s  
you have conflicting information.



FAFSA 
Sim p lifica t ion  Act  & 
UHY 
Det er m in a t ion s

● UHY flags  on 22-23 FAFSAs  were carried 
forward on renewal FAFSAs  for 23-24 and will 
continue for future years

● 23-24 FAFSA has  three UHY ques tions
○ At any time on or after J uly 1, 2022, did your high 

school determine you were UHY
○ At any time on or after J uly 1, 2022, did the 

director of a  shelter/ hous ing program determine
○ At anytime on or after J uly 1, 2022, did the 

director of trans itional living determine
● 24-25 FAFSA (draft as  of 9/ 1/ 23) ques tion 

about Student Other Circums tances
● Provis ional Student Aid Index (SAI) for s tudents  

who s elf report UHY s ta tus . 
○ FAA receive documentation or make their own 

determination and then correct the ISIR to 
calculate an official SAI 



Exam p les  fr om  t wo 
colleges

Western Washington Univers ity

● Des ignated financial a id s taff for UHY 
determinations  and other proces s ing

● Pas s port DSS outs ide of financial a id

Bellingham Technical College

● Des ignated financial a id s taff for UHY 
determinations  and other proces s ing

● Pas s port DSS in financial a id
● Same s taff are clos ely connected with 

emergency funding committee



Bes t  Pr act ice

Single Point of 
Conta ct

● A des ignated s taff member who is  committed 
to helping homeles s  youth with a ll as pects  of 
their college experience

● Gives  UHY s tudents  a  trus ted pers on to reach 
out to who is  aware of their s ituation without 
needing to retell their s tory

● It can be particularly beneficia l to have the 
Single Point of Contact in financial a id due to 
critical nature of funding needs  and complexity 
of financial a id

● The Single Point of Contact s hould mainta in 
clos e working rela tions hips  with others  around 
campus  to do warm handoffs  



Collabor a t ion  wit h  
Pa r t n er s

On ca m pus

● Value in mainta ining partnerships
○ Addres s  equity by ensuring timely 

proces s ing
○ Do warm handoffs  to other supports

● Partners
○ Bas ic Needs  Navigator
○ Academic Advisor
○ TRIO s taff
○ Hous ing office
○ Counselors



Collabor a t ion  wit h  
Pa r t n er s

Off ca m pus

● NW Passport Network
● McKinney-Vento lia ison a t K-12 s chool 

dis trict
● Know what resources  are available in your 

community
○ DSHS resources
○ Food as s is tance (federal and s ta te)
○ Local resources  

■ Example: “Asset Building 
Coalition” 
https://whatcomresources.org/

● Other financia l a id profes s ionals
○ Share contact info a t the end of this  

s es s ion

https://whatcomresources.org/


Case St u dy # 1

The student is living with an older brother and brother’s partner in a rented 
apartment. The older brother and his partner are breaking up. The brother and 
partner are breaking their lease and have given 30-day notice. The student is not 
on the lease agreement with the brother/brother’s partner; the student has been 
informally living there and paying toward living expenses in the household for 
nearly two years. Financial aid staff have a copy of the 30-day notice from the 
brother/brother’s partner showing they will be leaving the apartment. The brother 
is relocating, and the student must stay local to complete their degree. The 
student says that they will likely be doubling up with friends at the end of the 
month as they can’t afford a deposit and first/last month’s rent.



Case St u dy # 2

A student moved into campus housing during fall quarter. Prior to this, the 
student had been living with his parent in an abandoned building (storage closet 
of a friend’s formerly abandoned home). The student received McKinney-Vento 
services from his high school. Mom states that she is still in this arrangement in 
the ‘abandoned building’ but she is only allowed to stay there week-to-week and 
may be asked to leave when the owner visits on Sundays. The student first 
stated that he does not have anywhere else to go except the dorms right now. If 
he was unable to stay in campus housing, he would go live with his mom in the 
‘abandoned building’.



Case St u dy # 3

Student claimed Unaccompanied and Homeless Youth or Unaccompanied and At-
Risk of Homelessness with special circumstances. Discussion with the student 
revealed that they believed they were at-risk of homelessness.

The student explained that they had been living in one apartment with roommates. 
They moved to another apartment because they were uncomfortable with their 
roommate. However, upon review, the student went from one apartment to another 
without a break in housing. They terminated their lease two weeks before moving, 
and they moved into a new apartment before the lease was terminated.



Case St u dy # 4

Student submitted a FAFSA without parental information. She reached out to the 
financial aid office to let us know that she is homeless and wanted to talk about her 
options. The financial aid administrator used their UHY determination form to 
document whether the student meets UHY definitions. When the student was asked 
where they are living, the student indicated she lives in a homeless shelter. When 
asked who else she is staying with in the shelter, the student indicated that it was 
just she and her mother. They became homeless after escaping an abusive 
household, they left behind most of their belongings and escaped in the middle of 
the night. 



Case St u dy # 5

A 20 year old student notified college staff that he had experienced 
homelessness in the last year. Student told staff that he had been living with 
family and is in contact with mom. The students mother called college staff to 
request assistance for her son and mentions that she’s helping him with the 
FAFSA. The mom indicated that the student was living in an RV without 
running water, paying rent to the landowner in Bellingham, while mother lives 
in Port Townsend. The mother indicated that “He’s doing all of this by choice.”



Q & A What ques tions  do you have about supporting 
UHY s tudents? 

What are your experiences?

What challenges  do you face?

What new ideas  will you bring back to your 
campus?



Resou r ces  for  
m akin g 
det er m in a t ion s

Policy

● FSA Dear Colleague Letters
○ GEN-22-15
○ GEN-23-06

Ass is tance with making determinations

● National Center for Homeles s  Education 
(NCHE) - https :/ / nche.ed.gov

● School House Connection -
https :/ / s choolhouseconnection.org

● National As s ociation for the Education of 
Homeles s  Children and Youth (NAEHCY) -
https :/ / naehcy.org/

● WA Office of Superintendent of Public 
Ins truction (OSPI) -
https :/ / os pi.k12.wa.us / s tudent-
s ucces s / acces s -opportunity-
education/ s tudents -experiencing-homeles s nes s

https://nche.ed.gov
https://schoolhouseconnection.org
https://naehcy.org/
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness


h t t p s :/ / n ch e.ed .gov/ wp - con t en t / u p load s / 20 22/ 10 / UY- Elig ib ilit y- Flowch ar t .p d f



h t t p s :/ / a skr egs .n as faa .org/ r esou rces / Get Res ou rceFile/ 76



Th an k 
you
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